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Nehemiah 8:1 Now all the people gathered together as one man
in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate; and they
told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which
the LorD had commanded Israel. # So Ezra the priest brought the
Law before the assembly of men and women and all who could
hear with understanding on the first day of the seventh month.

3 Then he read from it in the open square that was in front of the
Water Gate from morning until midday, before the men and
women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the
people were attentive to the Book of the Law.




Nehemiah 1:1 It came to pass in the month of Chislev, in the
twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the citadel, ? that Hanani one
of my brethren came with men from Judah; and I asked them con-
cerning the Jews who had escaped, who had survived the captiv-
ity, and concerning Jerusalem. ® And they said to me, “The survi-
vors who are left from the captivity in the province are there in
great distress and reproach. The wall of Jerusalem is also broken
down, and its gates are burned with fire.” * So it was, when I heard
these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned for many
days; I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.




Nehemiah 1:5 And I said: “I pray, Lorb God of heaven, O great and awe-
some God, You who keep Your covenant and mercy with those who love
You and observe Your commandments, ° please let Your ear be attentive
and Your eyes open, that You may hear the prayer of Your servant which
I pray before You now, day and night, for the children of Israel Your serv-
ants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel which we have sinned
against You. Both my father’s house and I have sinned. ? We have acted
very corruptly against You, and have not kept the commandments, the
statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant Moses.
® Remember, I pray, the word that You commanded Your servant Moses,
saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations;””’




Nehemiah 1:9 “‘but if you return to Me, and keep My commandments
and do them, though some of you were cast out to the farthest part of the
heavens, yet I will gather them from there, and bring them to the place
which I have chosen as a dwelling for My name.” ** Now these are Your
servants and Your people, whom You have redeemed by Your great pow-
er, and by Your strong hand. ** O Lord, I pray, please let Your ear be atten-
tive to the prayer of Your servant, and to the prayer of Your servants who
desire to fear Your name; and let Your servant prosper this day, I pray,
and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.” For I was the king’s cup-

bearer.




Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly to
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.




Nehemiah 2:1 And it came to pass in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth
year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, that I took the wine
and gave it to the king. Now I had never been sad in his presence before.

? Therefore the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, since you are not
sick? This is nothing but sorrow of heart.” So I became dreadfully afraid,
% and said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face not
be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ tombs, lies waste, and its
gates are burned with fire?” * Then the king said to me, “What do you re-
quest?” So I prayed to the God of heaven. ® And I said to the king, “If it
pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, I ask
that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may re-

build it.”




Nehemiah 2:8 And the king granted them to me accord-
ing to the good hand of my God upon me.




Nehemiah 2:17 Then I said to them, “You see the dis-
tress that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its
gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall
of Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a reproach.”

** And I told them of the hand of my God which had been
good upon me, and also of the king’s words that he had
spoken to me. So they said, “Let us rise up and build.”
Then they set their hands to this good work.




Nehemiah 7:66 Altogether the whole assembly was
forty-two thousand three hundred and sixty.

Nehemiah 7:73 So the priests, the Levites, the gate-
keepers, the singers, some of the people, the Nethi-
nim, and all Israel dwelt in their cities.




DESIRE FOR THE WORD

Nehemiah 8:1 Now all the people gathered together
as one man in the open square that was in front of
the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to
bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LorD

had commanded Israel.




DESIRE FOR THE WORD

Job 23:12 “I have not departed from the commandment
of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth
more than my necessary food.”

Isaiah 40:8 “The grass withers, the ﬂower fades but the
word of our God stands forever.”




DILIGENCE TOWARDS GOD'S WORD

Nehemiah 8:2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before
the assembly of men and women and all who could hear
with understanding on the first day of the seventh month.
3 Then he read from it in the open square that was in front
of the Water Gate from morning until midday, before the
men and women and those who could understand; and the
ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law.




DILIGENCE TOWARDS GOD'S WORD

Nehemiah 8:4 So Ezra the scribe stood on a platform of wood
which they had made for the purpose; and beside him, at his
right hand, stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Urijah, Hilkiah,
and Maaseiah; and at his left hand Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah,
Hashum, Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. ® And Ezra
opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was stand-
ing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people
stood up. ° And Ezra blessed the Lorp, the great God.




DILIGENCE TOWARDS GOD'S WORD

Nehemiah 8:7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub,
Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad,
Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, helped the people to un-
derstand the Law; and the people stood in their place. ® So
they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and
they gave the sense, and helped them to understand the

reading.




 DECISIONS BECAUSE OF THE WORD

Nehemiah 8:6 Then all the people answered, “Amen,
Amen!” while lifting up their hands. And they bowed
their heads and worshiped the Lorp w1th their faces

to the ground.




 DECISIONS BECAUSE OF THE WORD
« THEY WEPT »

Nehemiah 8:9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor,
Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught
the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to
the LORD your God; do not mourn nor weep.” For all
the people wept, when they heard the words of the

Law.




' DECISIONS BECAUSE OF THE WORD
o THEY CELEBRATEL

Nehemiah 8:13 Now on the second day the heads of the fathers’ houses of all
the people, with the priests and Levites, were gathered to Ezra the scribe, in
order to understand the words of the Law. ** And they found written in the
Law, which the LorD had commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel
should dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh month, ** and that they
should announce and proclaim in all their cities and in Jerusalem, saying,
“Go out to the mountain, and bring olive branches, branches of oil trees,
myrtle branches, palm branches, and branches of leafy trees, to make booths,
as it is written.”




DECISIONS BECAUSE OF THE WORD
o THEY CELEBRATEL

Nehemiah 8:16 Then the people went out and brought them and made them-
selves booths, each one on the roof of his house, or in their courtyards or the
courts of the house of God, and in the open square of the Water Gate and in
the open square of the Gate of Ephraim.




' DECISIONS BECAUSE OF THE WORD
« THEY REPENTED o

Nehemiah 9:1 Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the child-
ren of Israel were assembled with fasting, in sackecloth, and with dust
on their heads. ? Then those of Israelite lineage separated them-
selves from all foreigners; and they stood and confessed their sins
and the iniquities of their fathers. 2 And they stood up in their place
and read from the Book of the Law of the Lorp their God for one-

fourth of the day; and for another fourth they confessed and wor-
shiped the Lorp their God.
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